Experimental details
Two different orientations of the anion PF 6 were found in aratio 7 . : . 3 . The ratio 7:3was determined by varying the occupation of the major and minor positions until nearly equal isotropic displacement parameters were obtained. The resulting ratio was then used for the anisotropic refinement.
Discussion
Imidazolium salts which incorporate labile N-O moieties are very rare [1] [2] [3] [4] . Substituted 1,3-dibenzyloxy derivatives have been reported previously [4] . This is the first crystal structure of a1,3-dibenzyloxyimidazolium salt. The analogous 1,3-dimethyloxyimidazolium cations have been found to exist in anti and syn conformations [2] . In the present case, the two benzyloxy groups adopt a syn conformation. The hexafluorophosphate anion exhibits ap artial orientational disorder with occupancies of 0.70 and 0.30. The atoms F1 and F2 form the rotation axis. There are several weak C−H···Fc ontacts significantly shorter than the sum of van 
